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THE LIVERPOOL CITY REGION STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 
 

 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report presents:  

 
the Liverpool City Region‟s „Spatial Planning Statement of Common Ground‟ 
(Appendix 1), which has been drafted collaboratively by the LCR Combined 
Authority, the 6 constituent Authorities and West Lancashire (Associate Member of 
the LCRCA).  

 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 It is recommended that the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority: 
 

(a) Adopt the “LCR Spatial Planning Statement of Common Ground”;  
 

(b) Authorise the Metro Mayor to sign the Statement of Common Ground on behalf 
of the LCR Combined Authority;  

 
(c) Delegate to the Senior Head of Service - Policy and Strategic Commissioning 

the agreement of minor word changes if proposed by other Liverpool City 
Region Authorities as part of their adoption procedures, or required to update 
the document;   

 
(d) Recommend that the 7 Local Authorities also adopt the “LCR Statement of 

Common Ground” through their own Local Authority procedures (some of the 
Local Authorities already have formal resolutions to adopt). 

 
 
 
 
 



3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2019), in particular, 

paragraph 27 states that in order to demonstrate effective and on-going joint 
working, strategic plan-making authorities should prepare and maintain one or more 
statements of common ground, documenting the cross boundary matters being 
addressed and progress in cooperating to address these. Paragraph 35 goes on to 
set out the soundness tests against which local plans are assessed at the 
examination stage (a) informed by agreements with other authorities, so that unmet 
need from neighbouring areas is accommodated; and (c) based on effective joint 

working on cross-boundary strategic matters, as evidenced by a statement of 

common ground. 
 
3.2 Without a Statement of Common Ground an Authority‟s Local Plan is unlikely to be 

found sound at the Examination.  As such the eight Authorities listed above have 
worked together to develop a Statement of Common Ground for the LCR Spatial 
Development Strategy to address this requirement. 

 
3.3 Previously the LCR Combined Authority, the LCR Authorities and West Lancashire 

Council have adopted the Statement of Co-operation (Appendix 2) which was the 
previous iteration of the Statement of Common Ground. 

 
3.4 In order to comply with the NPPF and to facilitate the Examinations of the Local 

Plans for the constituent Authorities and West Lancashire Council it is considered 
appropriate to draft a new Statement.  This is particularly important for those 
Authorities who are considering submitting their Local Plans in the next year or so, 
as they have to demonstrate that they have worked with neighbouring Authorities in 
order that the Planning Inspectorate will consider their Local Plan is “sound”. 

 
3.5 The Statement of Common Ground covers various spatial planning topics, including 

housing, employment, transport, health and wellbeing and the environment.  It sets 
out how the Authorities have already worked and will continue to work together on 
these topics and their agreed positions on each. The Statement is important for the 
LCR Combined Authority as it will inform policy within the emerging LCR Spatial 
Development Strategy. 

 
3.6 The seven Local Authorities have begun their procedures for their formal adoption 

of the   LCR Statement of Common Ground and an update will be provided on 
individual progress at the Combined Authority meeting. 

 
3.7 At the time of drafting this report the following Councils had formally agreed and 

adopted the LCR Statement of Common Ground:- 
  

Halton – scheduled 14th October 2019 
 Knowsley – adopted 17th July 2019 
 Liverpool – scheduled 11th October 2019 
 Sefton – adopted 25th July 2019 

St.Helens  –  adopted 18th September 2019 
Wirral – adopted 5th September 2019 
West Lancashire – adopted 10th September 2019 

 
 



4. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 Financial 
 
  There are no direct financial implications resulting from this report. 
 
4.2 Human Resources 
 
  There are no human resource implications resulting from this report. 
 
4.3 Physical Assets 
 
 There are no physical asset implications resulting from this report. 
 
4.4 Information Technology 
 
 There are no information technology implications resulting from this report. 
 
5.  RISKS AND MITIGATION 
 
5.1 The risk of not adopting the LCR Statement of Common Ground is that each 

constituent Authority will have to demonstrate how they are working collaboratively 
on their planning agendas as part of their Local Plan‟s Examination in Public.  This 
is an issue of “soundness” and if not appropriately addressed the Planning 
Inspectorate may well find the Local Plan “unsound” and therefore unable to 
progress. 

 
6.  EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 There are no direct equality and diversity implications resulting from this report. 
 
7.  COMMUNICATION ISSUES 
 
7.1 There are no specific stakeholder communication issues resulting from this report. 
  



 
 
8.  CONCLUSION 
 
8.1 The LCRCA and constituent authorities have worked collaboratively to develop the 

LCR Statement of Common Ground, which is a requirement for the constituent 
authorities as part of their Local Plan processes.  This document will ensure that all 
the relevant authorities continue to work collaboratively to support the delivery of 
each Authority‟s Local Plan. This provides a clear demonstration of the collaborative 
approach the LCR takes in the spatial planning agenda and meets a National 
Government requirement. 

 
 

 
 

COUNCILLOR GRAHAM MORGAN 
Portfolio Holder: Housing and Spatial Framework 

 
AILEEN JONES 

Senior Head of Service - Policy and Strategic Commissioning 
 

Contact Officer: 
Mark Dickens – LCRCA Lead Officer Spatial Planning (07880 480107) 
 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix One – LCR Statement of Common Ground 
 
Appendix Two – LCR Statement of Co-Operation 
https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/governance/policy-documents/ 
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